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McLAREN  PATIENT 
ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM

McLaren Foundation 
grant award will help 
provide assistance  
for Mackinac Island 

residents who 
experience financial 
hardship to access 
important medical 

services.

(906) 847-3701 
www.micf.org

Maeve’s Arts

Art Walk • FRIDAYS • 6-8 P.M.

FINE ART & CRAFT GALLERY 

MAEVE CROGHAN  
Exquisite Nature Paintings by

WWW.MAEVECROGHAN.COM

MARKET STREET • OPEN DAILY 
906-847-3755

Roving photographer Alyssa Ochss, who works at Ryba’s Fudge, continues exploring the evening 
streets downtown to meet fellow summer workers and introduce them to Town Crier readers. She intro-
duces us to six this week. 

Lili Ramos works at Grand Hotel and is from Mexico. She likes to 
go to the lake and take bike rides around the Island. Tee Smith also 
works at Grand Hotel and is from Jamaica. He rides a bike around 
the Island in his spare time and likes to shop at Walmart.

Breanne Hunter (left) is a taxi driver for Mackinac 
Island Carriage Tours and is from Waterford. In her 
free time, she enjoys pizza with the girls. Bryann 
Gentz, from St. Helen, works in the taxi barn at Car-
riage Tours and enjoys horseback riding in her free 
time. 

Tyler Rothdeutsch works at Mary’s Bistro and 
is from Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. He likes to sit 
above Marquette Park to take in the view of the 
bay. Sarah Kraft works at Horn’s Gaslight Bar 
and she is from Grand Rapids. She enjoys sitting 
in Marquette Park and visits the mainland in her 
time off. 

Employees Share How They Enjoy Downtime During the Busy Season

Sewer Flows Reach 94% Capacity
By Mikhayla Dunaj 

High lake levels are promoting the 
increased inflow and infiltration to 
the city’s sewer and water lines and 
flooding some basements along the 
shore. Inflow is when groundwater 
or water from gutters enters the 
sewer system and needs to be treated 
at the wastewater treatment plant. 
Groundwater seeps into sewer pipes 
through bad joints or holes in the 
pipe.  

“We have seen an uptick in the 
processing of the wastewater side of 
everything,” said Public Works Di-
rector Mike Olson at the July 11 
Board of Public Works meeting.  

The wastewater treatment plant, 
he said, was running at 94% capac-
ity with 924,000 gallons of water 
being processed Saturday, July 6.  

“We get a lot of people on the Is-
land, plus the high lake levels, and 
right now that’s keeping our flows 
way up there,” he noted.  

Wastewater system manager Jay 
Davis said, in his 20 years at the 
plant, he has never seen it “pushed 
to the limit” as it was that day.  

The plant is designed to process 
980,000 gallons in 24 hours, and 
with groundwater from high lake 
levels, water use of residents and 
visitors, and rain, all at the same 

time, the plant has been working 
hard. There is a tank used to hold 
water on busy days with a large 
flow, and that water eventually re-
cedes into the system. The tank was 
used July 6.  

Mr. Olson says all towns along the 
water are experiencing the same 
thing because of the record-breaking 
lake levels this year. He says the city 
is at a point where it needs to mini-
mize the inflow, as the joints of the 
existing pipes can’t always handle 
the increased pressure. Every foot of 
water creates .431 pound of hy-
draulic pressure. When lake levels 
go up, the outfall pipe that pumps 
treated water back into the lake has 
a hard time pushing that water out 
because the pressure is built up back 
to the plant. The issue to the inflow 
affects wastewater because there is 
more water in the system than what 
the system is intended to handle.  

The best way to look into where 
the inflow comes from is to run a 
sewer camera through the line at 
night when the lake water is calm. 
By doing this, the DPW can see 
which buildings have an inflow with 
rushing crystal-clear water, which is 
different from the murky color of in-
flow water. Mr. Olson says the rate 

School Still Searching To Fill Elementary Teacher Vacancy
Mackinac Island Public School 

is still looking for a third and 
fourth grade teacher, the position 
being vacated when Piotr 
Buniewicz moved off the Island 

at the end of the 2018-2019 
school year.  

The school has conducted inter-
views twice and offered the job to 
two applicants, but they both de-

clined.  
Interviews were held the week 

of July 22. Three teachers have 
applied in this latest round. 

Turn to page 21: Flows


