
a great effort to train future Navy 
sailors for possible conduct of the 
war at home.  

A second course was added to the 
race in the 1980s and it has been ad-
justed through the years.  

“Boat designs improved so much 
that a lot of skippers didn’t feel the 
race was that challenging,” said Bob 
Nutter, the 2019 race chair.  

A marker for a turning point was 
placed off Tobermory, Ontario, near 
Cove Island light. Today, the race or-
ganizers use the same marker as a 
turning point from which boats head 
to Mackinac Island. 

The current shore course is ap-
proximately 205 miles long and the 
Cove Island course is 280 miles 
long. There are 220 boats registered 
in 20 classes this year, evenly split 
between the two courses.   

The first boats will depart 4.5 
miles north of the head of the St. 
Clair River at 11:40 a.m. with a 
warning gun at 11:30 a.m. After that, 
a new class will start each 10 min-
utes. The finish line will be from the 
Bayview Yacht Club trailer at Win-
dermere Point to Round Island 
Light. The first boats will come in 
Sunday, July 21, in the afternoon or 
evening. There is no cutoff time for 
finishing, but most are expected to 
be in by Tuesday morning. The 
yacht club crew will be at the finish 
until all participants are in. 

“That’s all predicated on how fast 
the wind blows,” Mr. Nutter said. 
“Mother nature is always in con-
trol.”  

Boats and race progress can be 
tracked on the Yellow Brick applica-
tion once the race starts. The link can 
also be found on the Bayview Yacht 
Club website www.bycmack.com 
under the tracking tab. For classes 
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Bayview Racers Expected To Arrive Sunday

After the Last Boat to the Mainland, Tranquility Lingers on the Island

Overnight visitors and summer workers command the nightlife on Mackinac, along streets less crowded 
by daytime traffic. Occasional taxis, cyclists, and after-dinner strollers enjoy the respite, and summer 
workers feel the closeness they will never forget. This week photographer Alyssa Ochss begins a journey 
through town. (Photographs by Alyssa Ochss)

Allison Medema (left), who works at Great Turtle Toys, likes to lie
in her hammock and draw by the lake in her free time, while Tori
Moffit, who works at Doud’s, enjoys running around the Island. She
has been running for 13 years.

When she is not working at the Mustang, 
Caitlin Yaroch hangs out at Marquette Park and 
British Landing, where she and her friends have 
picnics. 

From left, Michael Acosta works at Island Slice Pizzeria and likes
to swim at British Landing, Josiah Perez works at Doud’s and enjoys
just hanging out and meeting new people, especially at The Gate 
House, and Kevin Joree, who works at Good Day Café, likes biking 
around the Island.

Kathleen Anderson works at the Good Day Café, 
but spends her free time relaxing and exploring the 
woods. It is her way, she says, to “unplug from the 
world and disappear.” 

The state harbor will fill with sailboats for the Bell’s Bayview Yacht 
Race, which expects the first boats to arrive on the afternoon or 
evening of Sunday, July 21. 

with more than eight boats, first 
through third places will receive 
plaques. The awards ceremony will 
take place at Grand Hotel Tuesday, 
July 23, once all racers are in. 

“Nine years back is when we 

started an association with Bell’s and 
it has been growing ever since,” Mr. 
Nutter said.  

Bell’s Brewery founder Larry Bell 
will be at the ceremony with his 
wife, Laura. 


