
Independence Day Games Offer Family Fun

By Stephanie Fortino 
The City of Mackinac Island 

now has a transportation authority.  
After a winter marked by incon-

sistent air travel and the recent mu-
nicipal purchase of the Coal Dock, 
the city council established the au-
thority Wednesday, July 3. The 
new, independent governmental 
agency will oversee the Coal Dock, 
winter transportation, and freight 
service to the Island. 

The authority will have a five-
member board of directors ap-
pointed by the mayor with city 
council approval. Mayor Margaret 

Doud has yet to name her ap-
pointees, who can include people 
who do not live on the Island. The 
appointment process is similar to 
that for other committees and 
boards.  

Members will serve three-year 
terms, but they will be staggered 
for the first appointees. There will 
be no limit on how many terms a 
person can serve. One member of 
the authority will be from the city 
council and the other four members 
will be appointed from the public 
at large.  

Transportation attorney Jim 
Dunn of Petoskey, who is helping 
establish the authority, took into 
account the views of council mem-
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Crowds Enjoy Spectacular July 4 Fireworks Display

Bicycles and spectators crowd Windermere Point for the Fourth of July fireworks. More holiday photographs inside. (Photograph by Alyssa Ochss)

Island Establishes New 
Transportation Authority

Anna Kaminen rejoices after another successful water balloon toss.  

Turn to page 5: Authority

By Allison Schuster 
 Mackinac Island doesn’t hold a 

traditional Independence Day pa-
rade, but welcomes guests who 
return year after year to the old-

fashion family-oriented games its 
recreation department organizes 
on breezy Windermere Point.  

As many as 50 participants 
enter contests such as sack races, 

three-legged races, wheelbarrow 
races, a watermelon roll, water 
balloon toss, and climbing a poll, 
held between 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. on 
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